COURSE DESCRIPTION
Hip Hop is an umbrella term for art, music, dance, literature, identity, style and politics. We will begin to understand the art, culture, and politics of Hip Hop by looking at the movements and politics that inspired the birth of Hip Hop as a form of art and music. We will consider the art and aesthetics of Hip Hop and the musical styles that made Hip Hop music possible. Students will create a piece of art or music inspired by Hip Hop. The ways in which Hip Hop speaks to youth and speaks about oppression, violence, identity, culture, and power will also be considered. We will then explore Hip Hop as a form of cultural politics and activism toward social justice. Students will create art or music toward Hip Hop inspired social justice. Finally, we'll consider the possibilities of a Hip Hop future. 3 credits. Prerequisite: AME 201 OR MUS XXX OR ENG 102 OR permission of instructor.
COURSE THEME
The colloquium theme chosen for the 2011-2012 school year is revolution. This theme is fitting to the subject, motives, forms, critiques and actions inspired by Hip Hop. Thus, we will consider the revolutionary aspects of Hip Hop (as well as the challenges to Hip Hop's revolutionary qualities and visions). One of the most obvious ways that we will consider this theme is through the ways in which Hip Hop challenges oppression and creates counter-narratives to dominant misrepresentations and lack of representation in public life. We will also consider the many revolutionary aspects of Hip Hop art, culture, and politics as well as specific artists, albums, or songs that speak to, and about, revolution. In addition to these books, Blackboard (BB) will include a number of resources each week, primarily links to YouTube videos and related websites as well as weekly power point "lecture" videos that review the course material for the week and how it connects to the previous week's material as well as the class as a whole. BB will also be the space where you will submit all of your work and engage in conversation with other students, and this is where you will find the pertinent information for class.
ASSIGNMENTS Weekly Blog Postings and Comments
All Weekly Blog postings and comments are due by the end of the day on Sunday. There are 13 BLOGS possible and students will be required to submit at least 10 weekly BLOG postings. (Consider that this counts toward your "in-class" time.) Each weekly BLOG is worth 4 points and should be approximately 300 words. (Extra blog entries and thoughtful comments may be completed toward extra credit.)
Generally, each week students will post a BLOG and will comment on other students' BLOG postings. An introduction, questions/connections to consider will be posted on BB for each week of readings. Important!: You should not answer these questions directly. Instead, you should use these questions to shape a BLOG posting that critically engages with the course materials, provides specific examples, and analyzes these examples (see guidelines for writing papers). These questions are meant to give you something to think about as you read and to give you something to guide your writing. These questions also help to focus our reading and conversation on the most important points of these readings-the points that address the theme of our course. The power point/video introduction will also provide guidance and a bigger picture of the readings.
Blog entries should always refer directly to the readings when relevant. You should aim for critical analysis, pertinent questions, deep explorations, and scholarly engagement. You should not summarize the readings and you should not simply offer your opinion. There is certainly room for your own opinions and observations but there should always be specific relevance to the materials. Specific examples (quoted and paraphrased) from the readings and other class materials should be used and analyzed.
Titles for your BLOGS are important in order to give other students an idea of what you are writing about.
Revised BLOG final reflection
At the end of the semester, students will reconsider their blog entries and revise these entries into a final paper that addresses the general question: How can we better understand -Hip Hop‖ by considering art, culture, and politics through an American Studies lens? A prompt will be provided for this assignment though it is important to note here that this assignment is both about the content of the class as much as it is about the way in which you have understood the content of the class through your BLOG postings.
Both of these assignments (weekly blog and revised final) should be completed according to the guidelines for writing papers. You should have a central argument/thesis statement. You should provide specific examples (from readings, films, and other class materials) and analyze these examples.
Art, Culture, and Politics WIKI Postings and Comments
All Art, Culture, and Politics postings are due according to the schedule below (and on BB). These will be posted in the WIKI format on BB that allows you to post video, photos, and revise posts. Each posting should include a brief summary/description and analysis of the connections to some aspect of course materials and course readings and an example (or multiple examples) that also provides a multimedia representation (like a photo, a YouTube video, a website). Students may choose to do these WIKI postings in small groups, covering multiple aspects of the topic, for instance. Students can also choose to make comments or to add to someone else's WIKI page. Examples will be provided in the course materials as well. 
Hip Hop Action/Education Project
This project should find a way to put Hip Hop into action-toward your education and/or the education of others. You may choose to create a video to complement your music or someone else's, or create a piece of Hip Hop art, or write Hip Hop journalism or spoken word. You might create jewelry, clothing, political action, or social movement. You may create a lesson plan to teach Hip Hop in elementary school or high school. There are many, many ways to fulfill this part of your course work and this project will include both an action and an analysis. I will provide a prompt for this assignment and students will submit an informal proposal during Week 10. Project and reflection due by the end of finals week. Students may choose to work in small groups for this project and should feel free to discuss project ideas with your professor and/or other students.
Contributions to Classroom Community/Engagement with Education (final statement):
On-line classes have different classroom communities than live classes and the success of this course greatly relies upon students' contributions to the classroom community. These contributions can be made through your assignmentstimely posts and thoughtful replies-as well as through other opportunities for engagement. This assignment asks you to assess your contributions as well as the ways you have engaged in your education. For this part of your grade, you will submit a final statement where you will detail your work in the class and reflect upon your work overall including your participation and the ways in which you engaged in the course and your education. This is a report of the work you did throughout the semester and you may also grade yourself on a 10-point scale. For instance, I completed all of my weekly
FINALS WEEK
Final statement on Contributions to Classroom Community; Final Revised BLOG Reflection; and Action/Education Project and Reflection
______________________________________________________________________________

A FEW CONCLUSIONS
One of the challenges of this course was the diversity of students who signed up for it. Some students who took this course were self-professed fans and lovers of Hip Hop; other students had only heard mainstream radio Hip Hop and were neither fans nor haters. Both sets of students, and those in between, learned about Hip Hop from where they started. I have found that Hip Hop provides opportunities to talk about ideas, experiences, art forms, and policies that are not often included in students' other classes. For some students, these are important aspects of their past, present, and future lives. We also have opportunities to challenge knowledge production and evaluation through an interdisciplinary approach and to challenge stereotypes and complicate identities and structures through considerations of intersections. Most students conclude the course with a much richer understanding of what Hip Hop is─a form of art, a forum for politics, and a rich part of American culture. And many students take this understanding outside the classroom as they share this new-found knowledge with friends, family, and their communities.
NOTES
*This artwork was created by a student in this course for her action/education project. In her project reflection she writes: "Within the semester, my project ideas kept changing like my environment . . . however I ended up creating some rasquache art." And, "In closing, all of my projects that I have done in the past [American studies and women's studies classes] have a piece of me within them, and this one is no exception. From my introduction to my closing of this class, Hip Hop is a beautiful art form that allows me and anyone to create a voice and connect with people all around the world." I
